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UK Town & Country Planning Association

Sweden Swedish Society for Town & Country Planning

Ireland Irish Planning Institute

Hungary Hungarian Urban Knowledge Centre

Italy National Centre for Town Planning Studies

Greece YPEN Department of Thessaloniki Metropolitan Area Planning

Germany German Institute of Urban Affairs

Austria Provincial Government of Styria, Department for Spatial Planning Law

Project partners

SPECIAL was a 3 years project, funded by 
Intelligent Energy Europe
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planners and other practitioners involved

>3100

>10,500

>150

municipalities engaged

local meetings held

8
partners trained



Abteilung 13, Umwelt- und Raumordnung – örtliche Raumplanung

4



Abteilung 13, Umwelt- und Raumordnung – örtliche Raumplanung

5



Abteilung 13, Umwelt- und Raumordnung – örtliche Raumplanung

6

…lessons from SPECIAL

• Is there enough political will? 
Planning legislation must include stronger provisions to ensure 
consistency of development plan, regional planning policy, and 
national frameworks with the low carbon agenda. 

• “There is scope for more planning input into national energy policy 
and energy policy input into planning policy – and, a need for more 
awareness of policy drivers amongst planners”

• “It is very important to educate the new generation of planners. 
There are great opportunities for enhancing the role of spatial 
planning in energy saving actions.” 
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…success story after SPECIAL

Future energy spatial planning in Styria

- A lot of determinations are already set in the Styrian Spatial Planning Law

- No obligation to make an energy concept (voluntary without determination)

- 1.1.2015:   structure reform in Styria – 539 municipalities merged to 287.
New chance for the energy spatial planning in Styria.

- Due to the SPECIAL project we raised the awareness to the topic among
planners and also partly politicians and municipalities.

- 2015 the “Climate change adaptation strategy of Styria 2050” was decided by
political will. 
- different aims and measurements for realizing implementation 

of sustainable energy solutions in spatial planning. 
- measurements implemented within the next 2-3 years
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…success story after SPECIAL

Future energy spatial planning in Styria

- The department authorized in March 2016 an university to produce a Guidebook
for Municipal Energy Concepts in spatial planning in Styria linked with 2 test 
areas.

- These concepts are now finished and will be published together with the planning 
guide for Energy spatial planning in the Province of Styria in January 2018. 
The energy concepts can be part of the Local Development Concepts.

- Further plans: 
- total opening balance for energy for all Styrian municipalities to be
calculated as basic for energy concepts

- courses, introduction of using the data for planners and municipalities
- End of 2018: Start of Energyconcepts in the Province of Styria
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…spatial planning law of Styria

§ 3 Abs. 1 and 2 StROG 2010 i.d.g.F (Basic principles in spatial planning)

Spatial planning has to ensure
- keeping the quality of natural livingstandards
- sustainable developing under saving natural resources like water, air 

and soil

Spatial planning should develop the settlement structure
- under energy saving aspects and using sustainable energy
- under consideration of the climate protection aims

§ 21 Abs. 3 Ziff. 5 StROG 2010 i.d.g.F (Local Development concept ): 
- Energy concepts should be part of it

§ 22 Abs. 8 StROG 2010 i.d.g.F (further contents of the local development concept): 
Every municipality which is situated in an urban renewable area for air
(particulate matter) has to develop communal energy concepts with 
emphazising the district heating areas.
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Energy use of municipality 
and Co2 emission

…Content of the Energy concept

- Energetic character of the municipality 
(basics for strategic spatial planning) 
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…content of the Planning guide

- which strategic possibilities do we have in development concepts

- determinations concerning potential areas for district heating

- using of lost heat potentials

- which areas should be developed for settlements (energy use, mobility, 
no urban sprawl….)

- ………………..
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…potential areas for district heating

heatdensity
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